i€

€8¢ -obed uo penunuen
01 ‘sudts Jo s1sa10§ Juerd o) [earSo[ pawwass 11 IopuoM ON
"SI0 JO aImsuad oy 03 pasodxa srour are Koy, “ored do1owr
oY) umop doj o1 Mim SI[qUIAUCD Suiaup ojdoad pLidi ]
108} 9t stweuSiod ysow oy sdegsad yng ‘orger], s Jqiopue A
WOF, ul suolie[aaar Surjms Aueul are aroyf, ‘soSueyo Sumy
-AI0AQ pUe Uc020d SIY) ySnomy Yeaxg “Apjomb Suraowr pue
pasoouo are Aayy asneoaq Aduurs auofe are Lam ungp Koy, O
‘spreyseq 03o[duios ay1] oAup d[dood porouueur
-PITW SSIMIOYIQ~ uehL L SUIALp o[gm
SuIAoHE,, — oufflr [eroads umo su Suraey InoiAeyeq Jone[
oy “A10 pue yordosou ‘SUls ‘seIowed SIOYOILdsal Aq A[uo
paydiem ‘sred meu ur o[doad -espe ApogAisae wer ppom
Ioyaq “19yzoue Ul 2Tk Loy Jerp; staSuassed pire 10ARp SuoutA
-U0D Im Possesqo ATpreayun s iS1sop. 1ed Aretodwojuoo

fa2ang Ul USPERY MY 1© SV SU} Uo
subjs Jo }50J0} & ;34 [[IM NOA ¢ POSNIuUocy

uaddey o} Buiuem

PUB 92BIH0D 040 -oew uwo -nok ydwgy o0 -Sump
-Aue e Jng “Auewny [ennur Koy Spo[MOIIE 0] PIdIo]
are Aoy1 )ap1u00:0A5 0YEUL SOSIOY UO UOUT ‘PIIPUT ‘IO SuB

~=H1S9P34 *05INOISIULURIINY [EULION LIOI] UCIST[IX IO} OS[e

S 999] Y51 susznio sopun Jomod oy snf jou s 31 Jng
ol e £q woAnp Suroq s3I puy “10ong
YSTH uoy umop SuIsou LRLId PAI TRY) Wl poysesyun 9q 01
Sunresm $9s10Y ()OS 218 A, “SuALe) sem [enpIAIpUl 93
0} patpieonbaq Jamod oy, *Tyy oy dn eans pnoo 11 punog
AJuoppns BUUBABS UBOLY O} SSOIOR [[ONS O] pouSIsop
[eWIUe UV "QUISUS UOTISNqUIOD [RUIUL 3 (14 dn owiod o}
SOPEOOP MOJ © SN Y00} Tty 3] “KemTel oy SURUOALT £q 95107
AU} uo dA01dUIT 01 JUAWSNLS JO SIeaK (00T pue Uonn|
-049 JO S1E3A JO SUOI[I SN J0O) 3] *2[qRPURISIOPUN ST ST,
“pareay pue paddmysiom sem 31 ‘poS B oyr] saSey[Ia pue sumoy
ur fyuoud papuewsp odeds 1o omedde snousaer sy pue
suonnesdid Loges Yim paSed 9q o) pey 1] ‘UBWNYUY SEM J20
S Jer sem uondmnsse oY) ‘SpIRMUO SelJ POI oI MM UBm

o-treL] ~uondIoucoSIIJo AU & STMPOAO JusuIadys

100MS YSIH USY SY “WUEBISUCD [esrSo[owsod Al Inoge ySu

K1qeqoid sem wIsULY 1Ry} pue suooIpaid Oyew J0uue SIS
-0U053 Je1]} ‘78] noA SOy SUNDIP 1RI) SSLISAOISID A1 9T

. “Teylof Jsow
9} ‘sn s[[o1 Yoredsol 9 ‘st prol ofes Apuoredde ayj -orp
pue ssu prdms axe1 Loy 0s Ioife pax0o[ Suxaq Ie Koy [39f
w2t oxew A3y [, “uensapad 10 1AL Y woly Keme AIqrs
-uodsar OB SIDIADP D83 2SMeIY (AU ‘SuSis pue sSurpres
‘SSunyiew peol — saimed)  AJofes,, oI JO ISOW PIAOWIAI
[ounod oY) udyM 909 £q [0 uopuo] wr 19ang YSIg
U0ISuISuay uo (pamfur A[snoLos 10 pIfDY) S|SY UBILSOpod

QdVA31ddVY NVAUE

Zovdd 0g3 sue us|ly
Hlqiepuep wiol Aq (sn noqy ses 3 1eym
puy) oQ oM Aep ay) SALQ 9M AYM :01dIVHL

] .J.Ju\.) S

S]UBPIOOY




2,

R\

111 LTULIT ADOUL LAl v

b Continued from page 37

€rossings controlled
underground bunkers.
Vanderbilt visits the bunker from which the
hell of Los Angeles traffic is, up to a point,
controlled. They have, it turns out, a special
“Qscar Night” system that ensures the 800
cars and limos get to the ceremony on time.
Only in LA.

But things that seem logical seldom are.
This book is, primarily, a demonstration,
with dozens of examples, of the counter-
intuitive truth about traffic. New cars, for
example, crash more than old ones. Nobody
knows why, but it may simply be that people
drive them more than their old ones. The

Gridiocked: motorists trapped on the M25
after an accident closed off the motorway

average round-trip commute time is consist-
ent throughout the world — 1.1 hours. The
stop-sign system in America is more danger-
ous than no system at all and, compared to
British roundabouts, is lethal. Road deaths
are related to poverty — as people get richer
they have more time to devote to not dying.
But Belgium, mysteriously, has a much
worse traffic-death rate than equally rich
and apparently similar Holland. It is thought
that this is because Belgium is more corrupt
and corruption reduces respect for the law
so driving behaviour deteriorates. Older driv-
crs arc less likely to crash if they have
passengers in the car, but teens are more
likely — they get drunk and dance to the
music like the hairy guys rocking to Queen
in Wayne’s World. i

But the central, counter-intuitive truth is
that apparently safer is more dangerous. The
hero of this revolutionary insight is the
Dutch traffic engineer, Hans Monderman,
who died in January. He started from the posi-

A¥? tion that there were two kinds of space —

™

traffic world and social world. Traffic world
is exemplified by the motorway, and social

N ", world by the village. They don’t mix. Yet

jory

mixing them is preciscly what traffic engi-
neers have always done. They enforce stand-
ardised signs and markings on village streets,
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making the space uniform and coextensive
with the-motorway system. The-village, as a
system of ancient customs, personal inter-
course and unique geography, is destroyed. It
is, to the driver, a mere obstruction, to be han-
dled with all the aggression with which he
would hustle for position in a jam on the
M25. The usual, wrong solution is traffic
calming — speed bumps and the like. This is
expensive and does not change the state;of
mind of the driver, Monderman went much
further. In the village of Oudehaske, he
removed all signs and deliberately muddled
the road space so that cars, bikes and pedestri-
ans were, in effect, équal users. They each
had to negotiate their way through. Speeds
plummeted. Drivers, in short, became
humans again on entering the village.
Conceptually, Monderman had overcome
what is generally known as “the tragedy of
the commons”. Any resource
held in common is vulnerable
“to any individual who simply
decides to exploit it for his
own benefit. The roads are
commons and, in a village as
in many other traffic situa-
tions, drivers, isolated in their
cars, are the exploiters. By
muddling the road, Monder-
man shamed the exploiters by
exposing them to the spatial
demands of others. .

It is not clear how far this
innovation can be taken.
Apart from the question of its
effectiveness in = anything
other than a village or limited
city area — such as Ken High
Street — there is a psycholog-
ical/political issue. The varia-

ble speed limits on the M25 are examples of
the new traffic thinking. But people don’t
understand them — why should I slow
down now for a jam I haven’t yet reached?
The answer is that the evidence is over-
whelming — slower speeds before the jam
actually help it unwind and journey times
are reduced. But the exploiter will reject this
as he might not benefit. The problem for
these subtle new theories of traffic controlis ||
that your average driver is too thick and too |
selfish to understand.
This is, you will gather, an important |
book. It is, however, hard work — flabbily |
written and meandering. For page after |
page, Vanderbilt simply swmmarises the |
work of one academic after another. Yet, if |
you can make it through, you can stupefy |
your co-drivers with questions such as what |
obj Tily ped on the
freeways—of-—es—An 2 ~fd |
what, in the new traffic thinking, would be
the most effective safety device inside a car?
A dagger pointing at the driver from the
centre of the steering wheel. More danger- |
ous is more safe. T

www.bryanappleyard.com. Traffic is
available at the BooksFirst price of £18
(including p&p) on 0870 165 8585




