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February 2016
From: -  Rob Davidson, Peter Bos, & Claire Sherrington (on behalf of Cycle Action Waikato).
Contact address: - P. O. Box 19-251, Hamilton.  Postcode 3244.  

Email: - cawaikato@can.org.nz     

Phone: - Peter Bos (work)  (07) 850 8835 
To: - 

Hamilton City Council – (Project Manager) Tahl Lawrence, and Katherine Johns 

WDHB Hospital, Manager Property & Infrastructure – Colin Hearnden
NZTA – Liam Ryan 

Cc Waikato Hospital ‘Bike User Group’ – Hamish McCay

Cc CCS Disability Action - Gerri Pomeroy 
Cc Living Streets – Judy Mc Donald

Cc Royal New Zealand Foundation for the Blind – Fiona Green

Cc Generation Zero – Aaron Wong

Wairere Drive - Cobham Drive pedestrian/cycle Overbridge

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this important pedestrian & cycle project.

Cobham Drive is currently a huge Community Severance Barrier to people walking, cycling, and the mobility impaired from the Eastern suburbs, especially during rush hour, to get to the Hospital, so instead most people drive a private car to get there.  The staff car parking being full every day demonstrates this.

The construction of the Wairere Drive / Cobham Drive Overbridge will provide the necessary walking and cycling Hospital gateway for all Eastern suburbs (from Northern Rototuna all the way to Hamilton East) to cycle to the Hospital - (mainly by off-road shared-use walkway / cycleway paths).  

This will provide a big encouragement of safer access to the 5000 Hospital staff, plus visitors and outpatients to regularly commute by walking and cycling.  The Hospital is a major walking and cycling destination (recognized by the HCC 2015 Hamilton Biking Plan).  

A 2012 poll in the NZ Automobile Association’s ‘Directions’ magazine found that: -  “92% of drivers would give cycling a go if we could improve the safety of cycling on urban roads”.

As well as the new overbridge, the following items are also needed at the same time:-  (1) A Walking and Cycling, and Mobility, Business Travel Plan, and (2) Direct Lorne Street Access via an accessibility ramp beside the Scout Hall to get up the 10 stairs.

(1) We are requesting that both HCC and NZTA work with the Hospital Infrastructure Manager to do a ‘Walking, Cycling, and Mobility, Business Travel Plan’ to encourage more Hospital Staff, Visitors, and Outpatients, to use the Wairere Drive off-road pedestrian/cycle paths and the associated connecting riverside paths (Cobham and Yendell) and Melville Park path, to regularly commute to the Hospital.  Thus fulfilling the 2015 Hamilton Biking Plan’s Action #7 “Work with stakeholders to develop an education program that encourages more people to bike.”

(2.1) We request that both HCC and NZTA work with the Hospital Infrastructure Manager to provide direct Lorne Street Access, via an accessibility ramp to replace the stairs beside the Scout Hall*.  This will enable the Hospital to fulfill the WDHB strategic accessibility policy: - “Commitment to providing ease of access for everyone who has occasion to come to the Waikato Hospital Campus.”   *Please see the attached submission (on pages 3 & 4 below) given by CAW to WDHB at the 2014 Hospital Accessibility Workshop.  
(2.2) The current traffic-light push-button pedestrian crossing of Normandy Ave (into Lorne St) puts pedestrians and cyclists on the opposite side of Lorne St to the Hospital.  Lorne St is a State Highway therefore it is a very busy traffic road, & with lots of heavy truck-trailer units.  It is not safe for people walking and cycling to cross.  

We request that HCC investigate and provide the best option for safer access for people walking, cycling, and mobility:- (i) Starting from the Melville Park off-road Path at the Normandy / Lorne intersection crossing, (ii)Traveling along Lorne Street, (iii)Continuing to the road entrance to the Scout Hall, and (iv)Up a ramp to Hague Road.   Please see the attached Waikato Hospital Map below, showing CAW accessibility route.
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Waiora Waikato Hospital campus map

Finding your way: Parking is in the carpark buildings. Our campus is big so

allow plenty of time to get to your destination and catch a free shuttle (see

information below). Once inside, follow the signs, look at the corridor maps

and use the wayfinding kiosks. Hospital Hosts are also on-hand to assist if

required. For more information: www.waikatodhb.health.nz

*Read down then across (e.g.down column 12 + across row G=12 G)
Acute Services Building (includes Emergency Departmer

12 C Artificial Limb Centre

24 D Blood Service (NZ Blood Service)

11 S Breast Care

16 J Bryant Education Centre

Campbell Johnstone Building

12 C Child Development Centre

Distribution Centre

Elizabeth Rothwell Building (includes Delivery Suite)

E[Xe] Hague Road Carpark Building (Entry and public parking)

50 Henry Rongomau Bennett Centre

131 Hilda Ross House

Histology

EX"M Hockin Building

9J Kempthorne Building (Operating Theatres)

EXel Kitchen

20 H Laundry (Spotless Services)

16 J Library and Academic Centre

Lomas Building (Regional Cancer Centre)

E[XY] Meade Clinical Centre

Menzies Building

3D Midland Cancer Network

11 O Mortuary

3C Motels (196-198 Pembroke Street)

6Y Mothercraft

18 B Nursing and Midwifery Directorate (Percival Flats)
11 T Parker Building

88 Parking Control Office

9D Older Persons and Rehabilitation Building

EIX5] Pembroke Street Carpark Building (Public parking)
71 Pharmacy

3D Programme Management Office (196 Pembroke Street)
14 P Property and Infrastructure/Building Programme Office
1Y Regional Renal Centre

3 U Ryburn Buildings

17 P Scout Hall

11 A Sexual Health (3 Ohaupo Road)
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) huttleb Waiora Waikato Hospital campus has a free shuttle service for patients and visitors circulating the hospital every 15-20 minutes from 7am-6pm Monday-Friday. The shuttlebuses are
Askedlibdad vans that can transport wheelchairs and pushchairs. Catch a shuttle from one of the shuttle stops or ask a Hospital Host or receptionist to call one for you from the area you are visiting. JT5/14




3) We request that HCC and NZTA direct the construction Works Contractors: - that where possible, the excavated ground material from the overbridge and ramps construction be utilized to reduce the path gradient of the 2008/09 HCC ACCESS Hamilton-proposed Pedestrian/Cycle/Mobility project “Hungerford Crescent to Howell Ave Path”.  

This would enable Riverlea Residents walking, cycling, and mobility, regular commuting access for Work, Study and Commerce to the Hospital, University, and Hamilton East Businesses - (mainly by off-road walking and cycling paths).  

This will provide a big encouragement of safer access to regularly commute by bike, thus fulfilling the 2015 Hamilton Biking Plan’s goal #3 “More people biking more often.”   

4.1) We request that HCC work with the project Architect to ensure that as much as possible, that the overbridge has aesthetically designed side paneling to reflect the Hamilton Gardens Theme.

4.2) We request that HCC work with the project Architect to ensure that the overbridge plan drawings have the HCC-standard width of not less than 3.0m for med-high shared-use pedestrian/cycle paths. 

4.3) We request that HCC work with the project Architect to ensure that the overbridge plan drawings has 1.4m high sides that meet the height standards recommended in Austroads Part 14 Bicycles.

Can we please have a written response to the issues raised?
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From: - Rob Davidson and Peter Bos of Cycle Action Waikato

To: - WDHB Hospital Workshop on Accessibility (27/5/2014)
Waikato Hospital - Lorne Street entrance by ST Peters Scout Hall 

With 5000 staff, plus day patients and visitors, the Hospital has major transport and car parking issues. The Hospital needs to rapidly encourage much more Active Transport by providing better access paths for walking, cycling, and the mobility impaired.

Cycle Action Waikato Request: - Please upgrade the stairs by providing a Ramped path from the Scout Hall driveway up to Hague Road.  

The path needs to be 3m wide & with a shallow gradient that is manageable by all: - Including Wheelchairs, Prams, Cyclists, & Mobility Scooters.

This path is needed to serve the communities of Melville, Hamilton East, and Claudelands.  The alternative route instead of the existing stairs is a long detour, which is a deterrent, via the steep hill of Lorne St, then via Ohaupo Road, Pembroke St, and Hague Road.  

Furthermore, many newer and less experienced cyclists won’t tackle riding on the busy Lorne Street (State Highway), battling for road space with the many heavy truck and trailers.  This is such a huge deterrent that it stops them cycling to the Hospital, and they take the car instead. 

To attract new cyclists to regularly commute it is vital that major destinations are connected by the off-road pedestrian / cycle paths network of the City Ringroad and the Riverpaths. The proposed ramp would enable Claudelands and Hamilton East Residents to get almost all the way to the Hospital by the pedestrian / cycle off-road paths of Wairere Drive, Yendell Park, and Melville Park.

When first built, the Lorne Street stairs provided able-bodied walking access to approximately 30+ car parks per day to Hague Road.  With the new redeveloped Hospital layout, Hague Road is a major Hospital access to the Meade Centre Clinics for testing and treatment for everything from X-rays to Neurology, etc. These same Lorne Street stairs now need to be upgraded with a ramp to provide access for 500+ people per day.

The existing path goes straight up the hillside and so is very steep (requiring stairs).  If the path were rebuilt across the hill side the gradient would be much flatter, enabling ramped access for all, including cyclists and the mobility impaired.

Please upgrade the Lorne Street stairs with a 3m-wide Ramp of low gradient.  

This access is absolutely vital to provide the required high-level of accessibility necessary for the Waikato Public Hospital to function well for all users.

Please see the photos below of the stairs that need ramping.
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