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Some Recent Activities

More cycleways

…and more controversy

Long Term Plan submissions

Cycle counting

Biketober

Regular meetings first Thursday of every month (Ara Inst)

Various Lessons Learned

along the way…



 

We’ve been building some more cycleways



 

Spokes gets invited to the openings

Lessons Learned:

Celebrate the successes, even while 

you are battling the challenges



 

But “cycleways” is a dirty word now…



 

Council threatened 
the programme…

2018-28 Long Term Plan

• Went from 13 routes 

completed by 2022 to 2028

• Local cycleway links dropped

Increased estimated cost

• Extra scope from street    
utility & improvement works



 

…but people rallied

Lessons Learned:

You will need more than “the usual” 

advocates to effect major LTP change



 

Apparently the cycleways are under-used



 

So we did some counting…



 

(A school holiday 

week in winter…)

https://smartview.ccc.govt.nz/

And Council is also counting…



 

…And now there’s a counter display

Lessons Learned:

Encourage Council to monitor; if 

not interested then do it yourself



 

Something else we did in 2017…



 

What is 
Biketober?
A month-long celebration of cycling in Christchurch

Organised by a group of volunteers + project manager

• With support from CCC, NZTA, sponsors and others

Provided a diverse programme of cycling events held    

throughout the month of October

• Bike rides, workshops, social events, and many other activities

Website: www.biketober.nz/christchurch

Facebook: www.facebook.com/biketoberchch/



 

Aims of Biketober

Promote cycling to the general public as a legitimate, fun and 
healthy option for getting around the city for business/pleasure

Showcase the recently completed Major Cycle Routes (MCRs)

Engage with local businesses and demonstrate the           
economic value of people cycling

Highlight different aspects of biking culture and bicycle styles

Provide some interesting bike-related activities for delegates 
attending Asia-Pacific Cycling Congress (17-20 Oct)



 

Target audiences

People who currently cycle regularly but would like to know 

more about new routes, bicycle/equipment options, clubs, etc

People who do not regularly cycle at present but would like 

to more about route options, riding skills, bicycle types, etc

Families: opportunities and places for riding with their children

Businesses (e.g. cafes, bike-shops): benefit from 

having more people cycling to their premises

People interested in learning about 

cycling best practice



 

Biketober Christchurch 
2017 Programme

About 60 separate events:

• Asia-Pacific Cycle Congress

• First NZ Bike Expo

• “Streets for People” - CBD          
street party

• Short rides for new cyclists

• Bike maintenance workshops

• Go-by-bike breakfasts for riders 
along cycleways

• …and much more!

• Pedal-powered cinema

• Guided social cycle rides 
along MCRs & other places

• CHOCBAR Cargo Bike Rally

• “City of Cycles” Cycling 
history activities and exhibits

• Public seminars on cycling

• Road cycling, and MTB rides



 

Biketober Passport

Encouraging biking to Chch businesses

16 retailers listed to get a stamp from

• Also some great discounts/specials from them

Participants take their passport to Bike Expo

• Discounted entry price

• In the draw to win great prizes

Great take-up by people in Christchurch

• Businesses also happy with response



 

Some key 
outcomes

Opening event - Streets for People - over 20,000 attendees

NZ Bike Expo - over 3500 attendees over the weekend

Asia-Pacific Cycling Congress - 260 delegates

City of Cycles Heritage Day - about 300 people bike valet 
parked

~30 guided rides - average 10-12 people

12 bike maintenance/repair workshop events

3 bike breakfast sites - about 250 riders



 

A few highlights…



 

A few highlights…

Lessons Learned:

You can pull together a lot of different 

bike events with few resources



 

Verdict: Biketober was a success!

Finalist for Bike to the Future Awards 2018

• Revolutionary Award

Biketober Christchurch 2018 is happening!

• Currently arranging the programme of activities

• Over 30 sponsors in Bike Passport this year



 

Thank You!

www.spokes.org.nz

www.cyclingchristchurch.co.nz 


