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SUBMISSION TO CHOOSING FUTURES COMMUNITY PLAN 2009 – DRAFT

About OCEAN:

The group is the original Cycling Advocacy group promoting  an off-state highway one connection between Paekakariki to Otaki and North. The group proposed the Kapiti Coastal Cycle and Walkway to KCDC in December 1999. The coastal route is part of the CWB network of routes and is shown on the Council GIS mapping system. 

General comments

Our submission supports strongly the extension to Otaki of the Kapiti Coastal Cycle/Walkway system. Our support rests on both economic reasons, as in an increase in tourism activity, and access to cheaper modes of transport for young people and people who commute to work on bicycle. 

Our most pressing concern is:
ACCESS TO SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORT FOR THE MOST NORTHERN COMMUNITY IN THE DISTRICT AS FOLLOWS:

1. The completion of the Coastal Route between Peka Peka and Otaki

2. Sustainable transport access between Otaki and Peka Peka, this being the missing link in the Coastal Walkway Cycleway. Sustainable access is defined as follows:  

a. Safe cycling between Riverbank Road to Addington Road

b. Safe cycling on the Otaki River Bridge

c. Safe cycling between Te Waka Road and Te Horo Beach Road

d. Bus transport for bicycles

e. Cycle Access to the South side of Otaki River Bank 

We here refer to the document: Choosing Futures: Community outcomes 2004 Section 16. Access and Road Safety point 16.2:

“16.2 That Greater Otaki is a place that: has increased the number of cycle lanes and cycleway link network across the District”. 

Specific Comments 

Access and Transport (p66)

We note that for the first time the Choosing Futures document includes the word “cycleways” whenever “walkways” is mentioned. 

We also note the emphasis on advocacy around mode shift where the Sustainable Garden Show made a major contribution. 

Levels of service

 Access

We commend the efforts made in recent years to create new pathways and upgrade existing ones. 

We strongly support “improving linkages between commun ities, especially pedestrian and cycling”. The linkage between Otaki and Peka Peka is critical. The danger of cycling on State Highway one is barring Otaki people from using sustainable transport option. At a time of economical downturn cycling to work and school can save families both in outlays on petrol and maintenance of motor vehicles but also improve health and mean savings on medicine and doctors bills. 

The linkage between Te Waka Road and Te Horo Beach road is a matter of advocacy to NZTA and Wellington Regional Council for an off-road pathway connecting directly to Te Waka Road. Refer: Regional Cycling Plan p. 3 

“Their role (NZTA) in implementing this cycling plan is to carry out improvements to the cycling network where appropriate and feasible on or across the state highway network, and to assist and advise TAs make improvements broadly parallel to state highways. This will primarily be the urban and peri-urban environment and will seek to address needs identified by TAs and the local community.” 

Bikes on Buses is also a critical issue between Otaki and the major centres. At present there are only 5 daily connections and there a 6 hour gap between scheduled buses from Paraparaumu. It is often convenient to take the bus one way and cycle one way. This is not possible at present unless you have an expensive folding bike. A trial has finished in Christchurch recently. Overseas there is room for bikes and buggies inside the bus. We ask the council to advocate for bikes on buses to the Wellington Regional Council, being the public transport providers. Refer: Regional Cycling Plan, December 2008: 

“Improve Cycling and Public Transport Integration (b) feasibility of carriage of bikes on buses: Investigation complete”.

 (What did the feasibility study say about route 70 to Otaki?)

We commend Council for the investment for cycling along the Western Link Road. We wish to state though that we do not agree that this road is needed, although we see the bridge as necessary to connect local roads already there. 

Safety

We strongly support traffic calming and 30 k speed zones. 

Noise

We strongly support asphalt road surfaces due to less wear on cycle tires and easier riding. 

Assumptions, risks and key points to note

We strongly support School Travel Plans, but we would like to stress that unless the requested road changes, speed limits and pedestrian crossings are implemented STP will not result in more children cycling to school.

Community Facilities (p. 77)

Levels of Service

Access

Please consider adding another bullet point:

Work on the investigation of a possible Mountain Bike Course/park in Otaki. A mountain bike course would be a great attraction for the districts youth and the cost much smaller than for example the planned aquatic centre. Mountain biking attracts both adults and young people and there are volunteers ready to help with the construction. A possible area could be tracks to ridges leading to Mount Thomson 

Development Management (p.83)

Levels of service

We support “District Plan provisions that are clearly linked to community direction and vision“. We comment that the mechanism for the acquisition /leasing of land for pathways is not working or not being used to its full potential. We refer to the 50 m of access needed between Te Waka Road and the Otaki River bank to afford Otaki residents safe access to Te Waka Road. 

Performance Management Framework – Development Management (pg. 85)

Annual Measures and targets 

Key actions/outputs (where relevant)

District Plan review provides for District wide and Local Community Outcomes perspectives relating to:

· character

· growth management

· intensification

· affordability

· natural environment,

· measure: District Plan notified 2011 (after review)

· urban development concepts and/or community vision for each area are completed

· structure plans for key areas competed as required. 

Please add:  Sustainable Transport 

Economic Development (p. 87)

Levels of Service

Under bullet point “tourism development and promotion;” 

Cycle tourism could be a tourism dollar winner. 

Parks and Open Space (p. 102)

Levels of Service

Paragraph 2: “There are no specific service standards relating to proximity of populations to open space and playgrounds and limited analysis of actual barrier to access.”

The CWB and other cycling and walking groups would be able to help Council list where there are barriers to access. Below we have listed some:

Otaki River Bank – South side

Otaki, access to Mountain bike trails Mount Thompson area
REFERENCES: 

 Greater Wellington Regional Council: Transport: Regional Cycling Plan, December 2008

Encl. Photo of bike on bus

Otaki bus timetable
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