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21 October 2014 
 
 
 
Re: The Safer Journeys for People Who Cycle 

 
About NTCA: 

The North Taranaki Cycling Advocates group in New Plymouth are an affiliated group of the national Cycling 
Advocates’ Network (CAN), looking after the interests of cyclists in North Taranaki.  NTCA represents a broad 
cross-section of cyclists in Taranaki with both recreational and commuting members, road and mountain bikers 
and a wide range of ages.  We work with central government and local authorities, on behalf of cyclists for a 
better cycling environment in North Taranaki.  

Our Position: 

The North Taranaki Cycling Advocates group supports the Panel’s vision – to achieve “a safe road network with 
zero fatalities for people who cycle”.  However, the report lacks a big vision for cycling in New Zealand and the 
big steps needed to get us there.  We ask for a big picture vision from the panel about what cycling in New 
Zealand could look like ten years from now. 

We believe that these activities should be put in place as a result of the findings from the Panel: 

1. Put safe cycling at the heart of all future transport planning and tie funding to Road Controlling 
Authorities (RCAs) to actual safety and participation outcomes through key performance measures 
(KPIs).  Comment: The Panel found that cycling is most-often an ‘afterthought’ during infrastructure 
planning and design stages. The problem starts at the top due to the economic criteria selected as being 
important – motorist travel time – versus other considerations like necessary alternative means of 
transport, health benefits, safety and emissions/pollution reduction. The Panel also questions whether 
RCAs’ “ad hoc and inconsistent approach to cycling” is delivering fit for purpose, value for money, well-
assessed cycling infrastructure.  By tying KPI’s (e.g. increasing numbers of cyclists) to funding, we feel 
that this would ensure a better quality of spend. 
 

2. Increase the funding available for safe cycling infrastructure through the Government Policy Statement 
setting actual funding targets. (We recommend $100 million per year up from the current $50 million 
per year.) Comment: The National Government invest less than one percent of the transport budget into 
cycling.  National have announced additional funding but this falls far short of the $260 million minimum 
investment recommended by the Ministry of Transport.  We need to invest more per year on new 
cycling infrastructure over the next ten years to build a comprehensive cycling network making New 
Zealand one of the best places in the world to ride a bicycle. 

 
3. Legislate for a minimum safe space when drivers pass people on bicycles: 1 metre for speeds up to 

60km/h and 1.5 metres for speeds more than 60km/h.  Comment: This is best practice around the world 
and the 1.5 metres is currently recommended in the New Zealand Road Code. Combined with education 
and enforcement campaigns, this move will send a strong signal to motorists to leave a safe gap when 
passing people on bicycles. 
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4. Prioritise safe routes for pedestrians and cyclists to work and school.  Comment: We believe that it is a 
priority to build safe walking and cycling infrastructure around our schools and there should be an aim 
to see half of all children getting to school under their own steam by 2020. For every $1 invested in safe 
walking and cycling infrastructure, NZ will recoup $20 of health and education benefits.  

 
5. Roll out cycle skills training to every child in New Zealand.  Comment: Riding a bicycle is an intrinsic part 

of being a Kiwi kid but today less than ten percent of children actually ride to school. We can make it 
safe again by restoring cycle skills training in schools while rolling out new safe routes to schools. 
 

Many of their other recommendations NTCA supports and we have outlined these in the appendix of 
our submission. 

Summary 

NTCA commends the Cycling Safety Panel for the work they have undertaken on behalf of the New 
Zealand public.  We would like to see some aspirational goals put in place that if achieved would assist 
New Zealand in becoming a more vibrant and prosperous country.  

We strongly believe that their recommendations should be taken forward into Government policy and 
legislation to assist the prosperity and health of New Zealand. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

Graeme Lindup on behalf of the North Taranaki Cycling Advocate’s committee  

www.ntca.org.nz  
ntca@can.org.nz 
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Appendix 1 - Overview of the CSP’s Recommendations: 

13 in all: 

 

 



  
 

 

 

 

Thoughts: 

 Do these lack ambition and teeth? 

 Are the recommendations big enough to effectively tackle the perceived lack of safety? 
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The bulk of the draft report (Pages 15 to 36) goes through the 13 recommendations in more detail, what’s 
happening now and what should be done etc. etc.  There are good points that NTCA supports and we have listed 
these. 

 

And: 

 

 

Thus we would like to see the Action 1 above occur to remedy these ad hoc practices.  In addition, all new roads 
in urban environments should be made to have safe provisions for active transport as part of their design from 
the beginning.  So RCA’s should be measured for the measures they have put in place for all new roading. 



  
 

 

 

All supported by NTCA. 

 

We agree that more data is needed. 

 



  
 

 

All these we support especially (ii) and (vi).  For (iii) we would suggest that the parking guidelines also cover 
within 300 metres of schools as the opening of car doors is a hazard for those riding to school or passing by a 
the drop off/pick up times. 

 

 

 

 



  
 
 

This recommended action covers an on-going issue we have in New Plymouth: 

 

We support these recommendations.  The 30 kph speed zone in New Plymouth’s CBD has worked fine since its 
inception and we believe that this should spread further afield for those non-arterial streets in built up areas. 

 

 

 

 

 



  
 
 

 

A recommendation worth pursuing - move the passing gap into regulation and not just be a recommendation in 
the Road Code: 

 

 

Roll this out as per above: 

 

 

The Grade 2 training should be increased for those children aged 10 years and older with the Grade 1 training 
given to those below that age. 



  
 
 

 

And their Medium Priority Actions: 

 

Both supported by NTCA: 

 

 

 

 

 



  
 
 

 

NTCA feels there should be some sticks as well as carrots for company vehicles: 

 

 

 

 



  
 

 

As more SBF’s come to be built using the extra money asked for in Activity 2 above, we also see a need for 
clarity in the rules.  Priority phasing for those using active transport should also be encouraged in legislation. 

 

 

 



  
 
 

 

Here the Panel comments on high-vis and helmets.  NTCA also believes along with the panel that mandatory 
high visibility clothing will not improve cyclist safety.  We suggest that the compulsory helmet wearing law in NZ 
should be reviewed outside of the CSP’s deliberations to evaluate whether the benefits of having compulsory 
helmet-wearing outweigh the costs/dis-benefits. Since the law's inception in 1994, this has never been done 
before in NZ in a comprehensive manner (although some studies have looked at just the crash data), and we 
think should be undertaken. 

 

NTCA supports this high priority recommendation: 

 



  
 

 

 

NTCA supports these high priority recommendations: 

 

  



  
 
There then is a short section on Evaluation and Monitoring: 

 

NTCA would like the CSP to recommend on what should be set up within the MoT/NZTA to report on the on-
going performance of the measures put in place as regards safety for those who cycle. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


