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· Our submission is that: -

Rotorua District is situated between the Bay of Plenty and Waikato Regions.

Environment Waikato is currently drafting a Regional Walking and Cycling Strategy, and District Councils are each drafting their own District Walking and Cycling Strategies.

Cycle Action Waikato is requesting provision for walking, cycling, and the mobility impaired within your District, and also within all Districts within the Waikato Region.  

· We support the proposed cycleway from Ngongotaha to the CBD.
Providing a cycling transportation network is as necessary a component of essential core transport infrastructure as is the provision of footpaths.

The 2009 Rotorua District Council LTCCP needs to contain: - 

(1) Recreational shared-use walking and cycling path projects for the next three years.

(2) A commitment to investigate recreational pathways for potential use as transportation links. 

(3) A commitment to investigate and map walking and cycling networks necessary for both recreational provision and transportation provision within your district’s urban areas.

Provision of these items will contribute significantly to your council’s Community Outcomes, sustainability, and well-being, in the following areas: -

Community Outcomes 

A safe and caring community


A community that respects it’s environment 

A healthy community



A prosperous community

A learning community 


A community that values its living Maori culture


A “happening” community


A community with excellent facilities and services

Council’s ‘Core role’ of sustainability and well-being

Social Well-being




Cultural Well-being

Economic Well-being




Environmental Well-being

1. Recreational shared-use walking and cycling path projects 

Hamilton City Council is the leading Territorial Authority within the Waikato Region.  For the past 5 years HCC has been constructing the majority of their recreational paths through parks, gullies, and along all of the riverpaths, as shared-use paths for walking, cycling, and the mobility impaired.  This followed the official opening of the Hamilton riverpaths to cycling in 2004.  

The current HCC standard for off-road shared-use paths is 2.5m width for low to medium use paths, and 3.0m width for high use paths.  These path widths are adopted from the Austroads Guide to Traffic Engineering Practice - Part 14 Bicycles. 

Recently HCC has adopted a new policy that states: - “Wherever steps are constructed in a walkway system, they will include a cycling ramp where practicable.” 

Consideration needs to be made by Rotorua District Council, for future proofing all new off-road walkway paths with a view to building them to a suitable standard for shared-use in the first instance, so that later they do not require difficult, costly, and inconvenient restructuring later to upgrade them from pedestrian-only paths to shared-use paths for walking, cycling, and the mobility impaired. 

2. Do any of Rotorua’s current or proposed recreational off-road paths have a transportation function?
Offroad paths linking to destinations may be applicable for Government Transfund subsidy if there is an observable commuting component.  Some of Hamilton City Council’s riverpaths and gully paths are subsidised in this manner.  

Please check all proposed recreational paths for qualification for this NLTF funding?

If you need assistance on this matter please contact Philip King and / or Steve Taylor of Hamilton City Council.
3. Mapping cycle networks for transportation in all urban areas.  

This is essential to reduce the cost of constructing cycle networks, by utilising road works opportunities, such as the following, to contribute to the construction of a cycle network: - 

· Council road resealing works

· Transit State Highway road resealing works

· Council Capital works projects

· Transit State Highway works projects

· Transit stand–alone walking and cycling projects
This is consistent with the draft Waikato Regional Walking and Cycling Strategy’s Infrastructure action which states: - “Identify opportunities for walking and cycling facilities through Territorial Authorities and the NZ Transport Agency infrastructure development projects (new and upgraded roading projects) and maintenance programmes (including reseal programmes).”

This is consistent with the Rotorua District Council LTCCP, which states: - “Council intends to plan and implement an integrated cycle network over the coming ten years.”
This is consistent with the Rotorua District Council LTCCP, which states: - “Giving effect to the cycling policy review. This will present a significant change in emphasis for this mode of travel in the city.”
This is consistent with the Rotorua District Council LTCCP, which states: - “Delivery of Council’s cycling improvements and alternative travel encouragement programmes.”

· We seek the following decisions from your Council: -

(1) We request that where practicable, all new footbridges and walkways (excluding footpaths adjacent to the road corridor) are future-proofed by designing and constructing them to shared-use path width, to cater for walking, cycling, and the mobility impaired, not simply for able-bodied pedestrians.  

This includes all paths currently proposed in your LTCCP, and any other future projects proposed to be designed and built, including paths through Sports Park and Neighbourhood Park developments.
(i) For disability access, pushchairs, and cycling, ramps with a gradient of 1:12 or less must be provided on all paths.  (ii)Where ramps are not practicable, then if possible, steps with a cycle wheeling ramp need to be incorporated. 

(2a) Please investigate if any of Rotorua District’s proposed off-road walkway paths have a transportation function (linking to destinations) which therefore may be applicable for Government Transfund subsidy through the Regional Land Transport Programme?  

(2b) Please investigate if Rotorua District’s proposed additional and replacement footpaths (which have a transportation function), are applicable for Government Transfund subsidy through the Regional Land Transport Programme?  
(3) Your District’s Walking and Cycling Strategy needs to map out walking and cycling networks necessary for both recreational provision and transportation provision in your district’s urban townships.

This comprises: - 

(a) A shared-use recreational walkway / cycleway network.

(b) A footpath transportation network

(c) A cycling transportation network.

If the Rotorua District Council’s Walking and Cycling Strategy does not have proposals for these three networks, we request that a project feasibility report (PFR) be carried out as part of the District’s Walking and Cycling Strategy, so as to map and cost these essential networks.

(4a) We request that the following proposed Capital works projects are well utilised to provide lower cost cycle facilities, as much as possible: -

Developing the Lakefront 

Developing the CBD

Connection from the Lakefront to CBD

Victoria Street arterial

Lake Road 4-laning

Eastern Arterial 

Ngongotaha / Fairy Springs Road 4-Laning

And any other future projects proposed to be designed and built.

(4b) Please encourage NZTA (Transit) to well utilise Capital works projects to provide lower cost cycle facilities where practicable in all urban areas of your district.

(5a) We request that Rotorua’s proposed road resealing works are well utilised to provide lower cost cycle facilities where practicable in urban areas.

(5b) Please encourage NZTA (Transit) to well utilise road resealing works, to provide lower cost cycle facilities where practicable in all urban areas of your district.
· No, we will not be attending the hearing.
