To:  submission@pncc.govt.nz

Re:  Draft 10 Year Plan 2009/19 Submission

This submission relates to the Draft 10 Year Plan 2009/19 as detailed in the Long Term Council Community Plan.

This submission is made by Cycle Aware Manawatu.

Cycle Aware Manawatu

PO Box 961

Palmerston North

Contact person:  Julie Dalziel

Work Ph:  06 351 8098

Home Ph:  06 357 6962

Cell:  021 793 280

Email:  cycleawaremanawatu@yahoo.co.nz

1. Who we are: 

Cycle Aware Manawatu (formerly Cycle Aware Palmerston North) is the local cycling advocacy group.  We have a membership of approximately 40.  Cycle Aware Manawatu (hereafter Cycle Aware) aims to encourage more cycling by more people for everyday transport.  We support other groups that experience similar difficulties to those experienced by cyclists, in particular, lack of safe and convenient mobility and access, and we support environmentally-friendly modes of transport.  Cycle Aware is affiliated to Cycling Advocates’ Network (CAN), the umbrella organisation of cycling advocacy groups in New Zealand.  We encourage you to use the resources available through CAN’s website and specialist groups (see www.can.org.nz)

2. Overview:

We are pleased about the strong focus given to sustainability and the active transport strategy.

Of the four groups of activities identified in the LTCCP, the main focus of Cycle Aware falls under the roading and parking section of the Environmental, Sustainability and Health heading. However, the areas of Leisure, (specifically Parks and Recreation), and Economic Development are also relevant to our goals. We believe that with its size and terrain, Palmerston North has the potential to be a leader within New Zealand with respect to sustainable transport and being a cycle friendly city.  
In this submission we will focus on two broad areas by providing high quality infrastructure, e.g. smooth cycle lane surfaces that are free of broken glass:

· Cycling for transport. That is, getting around town easily and safely. The integration of public transport with active transport is also relevant to this point.

· Cycling for health and recreation. This point includes both encouraging more people to begin cycling (or walking) and providing facilities for people who cycle already.

We would like to commend the council on the cycle specific items budgeted for as new capital expenditure in the Roading and Parking section, in particular, the proposed Manawatu river cycle/pedestrian pathway at Ashurst (ID #’s 235 and 232) as outlined in the Draft Land Transport Program. 
While a potential second bridge over the Manawatu River is a major issue for PNCC, it is not a large issue for Cycle Aware. While not opposed to a second bridge per se we do not feel that it is a high priority and would not have a particular impact for improving sustainable and active transport in Palmerston North. We propose that the bridge be deferred until 2015 in order to free up funds for infrastructure associated with sustainability and active transport, particularly cycling.
3. Cycling for transport:

Cycle  Journeys: Because of its flat terrain and limited size, Palmerston North City is ideally suited to cycle transport. Most Palmerston North residents live within 10km of the city centre, or their place of work. Such distances can easily be travelled by cycling. While Cycle Aware are pleased to see cycle specific improvements budgeted for in the LTCCP we would also like to see a specific statement within the Plan that all new roading projects, including renewal, be done in a fashion which improves cycle safety and convenience where possible. Often, this is simply a matter of design and can be done for no additional cost. The article “It’s not about the bike-lane: 5-step hierarchy of treatments” (available from http://can.org.nz/resources/its-not-about-the-bike-lane-5-step-hierarchy-of-treatments) published by CAN the NZ Cycling Advocates’ Network, gives a hierarchy of five points which provide helpful (physical) measures for cyclists. 

1. Reduce traffic volumes

2. Reduce traffic speeds

3. Intersection treatment and traffic management

4. Reallocation of carriageway/corridor space

5. Separate cycle facilities

We support the provision of funds for new cycle stands and shelters (ID # 114) in the draft budget and would like to see that the installation of these follows “best practise”.

One major problem identified by cyclists in Palmerston North is broken glass and we would like to ask that the amount budgeted for cycle path maintenance (NZTA # 124) in the Land Transport Programme be sufficient to ensure that main cycle routes (e.g. to Massey/Science Centres and to schools) be kept free of broken glass.

We would support the proposed Palmerston North – Feilding off road cycle route included in the draft budget. Currently in planning stages, this sealed cycleway will be an important commuter link between these towns, and for recreational cycling.  This will be a fantastic infrastructure for those who already cycle for recreation and wish to commute too.  It is similar in concept to cycleways in the South Island that attract cycle-tourists, e.g. Christchurch to Little River. 
Mixed Journeys: Combining cycling and public transport makes it possible for people to make far longer journeys than would otherwise be possible without involving private vehicles.

We would like to see lockers situated at key locations in town to enable commuter cyclists to store gear and/or a bike. A prime location would be at the bus interchange since this would allow for commuters to travel to PN by bus from outlying towns and then use a bicycle within the city. Further to this, cycle facilities at the train station would benefit from lockable bike boxes since commuters could leave cycle gear safely too and not have to worry about vandalism. (Used boxes may be available from Plimmerton station as they are upgrading their facility).
We also support buses within the city fitted with hooks allowing cycles to be carried. This allows for people who may cycle to a shop and take the bus home, or people who wish to combine bus and cycle travel within the city. 
4. Cycling for health and recreation:

Cycle Aware believe that it is important to make a distinction between providing cycle facilities that encourage people to begin cycling, and providing facilities for people who are already frequent cyclists. The LTCCP acknowledges MidCentral District Health Boards estimate that over half the people in Palmerston North are either obese or overweight. We would like to see the LTCCP mention increased numbers of people cycling as one of the steps planned to reduce that number. This involves encouraging new people to cycle. One step towards this is the promotion of events like Bike Wise Month and we would like to see the council more involved in the promotion of this through engagement with business for this and similar events.  We encourage the support of local recreational and sports cycling events because these provide a sustained cycling community and have obvious health benefits.  We point out that cycle training workshops have proven particularly successful in Christchurch for improving cyclist numbers, both for school children and for adults who do not feel confident riding a bike, particularly with traffic. This clearly also has benefits for road safety.

Encouraging people to begin cycling for health reasons may involve providing dedicated cycle/pedestrian paths in pleasant environments. It is therefore important that the parks and reserves of Palmerston North are well connected to cycle paths and provided with cycle facilities such as stands.  

5. Summary:

In summary we support a focus on improving infrastructure to meet a high standard.  More specifically we ask that the following be done:
1) By removing broken glass from cycleways and roads.
2) We ask that the 2nd bridge be deferred until 2015 so that funding can instead be used to improve cycling infrastructure. For example to bring forward the proposed Manawatu river cycle/pedestrian pathway at Ashurst (ID #’s 235 and 232). And to proceed with the planned Feilding to Palmerston cycleway.
3) Buses be fitted with hooks allowing cycles to be carried. Bike lockers be installed at the local city bus interchange (e.g. For Feilding/Ashurst commuters).
Please feel free to contact us for further information. We are also happy to elaborate further on any of the points raised here.
