Transport Issues in the Manawatu Region

Initial Consultation Paper for the Regional Land Transport Strategy Review

Submission Form

The best way for you to have your say on the transport issues to be considered in our

review of the Regional Land Transport Strategy is by making a submission.
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Question 1 – RLTS Vision Statement

The vision statement developed for the 2006 RLTS was:

“A safe transport system that provides choices and opportunities, and contributes to the Region’s economic vitality and easy lifestyle”.

i. Does this vision statement still fit with where you would like to see our transport system in the long-term?

We consider that this has continuing relevance although it needs to be expanded to acknowledge the importance of environmental sustainability.

ii. What else should it include or how should it be altered?

We suggest the vision be amended as follows:

“A safe transport system that provides choices and opportunities, and contributes to the Region’s economic vitality, environmental sustainability and easy lifestyle.”

iii. How do changes in our Region and in national priorities since 2006 affect this vision?

Since 2006 we have become more aware of the urgency of addressing climate change and also increasingly aware of the need to protect and restore the region’s indigenous biodiversity which contributes important ecosystem services.  Transport is a major contributor to greenhouse gas emissions.  In addition, the recent Environmental Report card published by the Ministry for the Environment highlights the impact of increasing vehicle kilometers travelled on environmental quality.

Question 2 – RLTS Objectives

The 2006 RLTS contained the following objectives:

1. An efficient, affordable and sustainable transport system that supports economic growth, including tourism.

2. An integrated, responsive transport system that provides access by a variety of transport modes, to work, social and recreational opportunities for all sectors of the community.

3. A safe transport system

4. A transport system that protects and promotes public health

5. A transport system that protects cultural values and the environment

i. Are these objectives still relevant?

Yes

ii. Do they place sufficient emphasis on the transport issues the Region is facing in 2009?

We are not sure if this is the right question to be asking.  They are national-level objectives (New Zealand Transport Strategy, Land Transport Management Act).  That said, they do encompass the range of key transport issues in our region although it would appear that public health and environmental outcomes of transport have been somewhat neglected and safety and economic concerns given higher priority.  Land transport planning at regional and district level is very focused on one mode (private vehicles).  More attention should be given to other modes to ensure that land transport is integrated and responsive and provides access by a variety of modes.  
iii. What needs changing? What else is becoming important?

We are heartened to see the growing awareness of the health benefits of active transport and also the excellent results of the work by Horizons Road Safety Co-ordinators who are working with schools to encourage cycling to school. We are very pleased to see the increased use of public transport in Palmerston North City.   We are pleased to see work some organisations adopting work travel plans that encourage use of active modes (including public transport).  As a group we are involved in cycle skills training for adults who are keen to take up cycling.  Also, we are aware of the growth in numbers involved in recreational cycling (road cycling and mountain biking as evidenced by increased membership of local clubs).   More recently, with the announcement in February and subsequent Budget funding for a national cycleway it would appear that in our region we can expect to have more cycling tourism.

This signals the increasing importance of cyclists as road users.  Improved infrastructure, driver education and reduced vehicle speeds are becoming more and more important for cyclist safety in the region.

Question 3

i. Do you agree these issues are important to the Region?

We acknowledge the importance of the issues on pp11-20 but we emphasise the need for more creative, sustainable (economically, environmentally and socially) and integrated responses.  To date, the response has largely relied on improvements to roading infrastructure without adequate consideration of long-term economic, social and environmental sustainability of the transport network which should provide choices and cater to range of modes without imposing financial burdens on current and future generations. 


We are very heartened to see the increases in passenger transport use between 2007/08 and 2008/09 which would in large part reflect the then government’s funding and policy framework.  We are aware that, with the May 2009 Government Policy Statement, there are changes that may result in reduced funding and/or loss of momentum towards this modal shift.  We strongly support the regional council’s continued efforts to increase use of passenger transport. This has important benefits for all road users as it contributes to reduced congestion.

ii. Which issues should have the highest priority and why?

Road safety should have the highest priority followed by reducing the negative environmental and health impacts.  We readily acknowledge the importance of economic development but we are concerned that of often a short-term perspective is taken rather than recognizing the long-term economic benefits of reducing single occupant vehicles and promoting rail rather than vehicles for movement of people and goods, as well as having environmental benefits.

iii. Are we doing enough to address these issues; if not what else should be done?

For cyclist safety much more needs to be done such as further campaigns on driver education and improved infrastructure.  A small effort has been made but we feel some other regions have done more and better in terms of, for example, campaigns about sharing the road and giving cyclists enough space; we need much more of this throughout our region.  Also, very few roads have a sufficiently wide sealed shoulder.  Bridges on the busier roads in our region are generally very unsafe for cyclists.
Once cycling becomes, and is perceived as, less hazardous, we can expect more people to be interested in this mode of transport, which has environmental and health benefits.
Question 4

Section 4 talks about land use and the current encouragement of low density sprawl and also considers climate change impacts. It then asks:

i. Do you agree that these are important issues for the Region?

Yes.  If settlements are not compact then people are less able to walk and cycle and public transport will be less viable.  

ii. Are there other transport issues which should have greater prominence in the revised strategy?
The development of cycling tourism in our region needs to be given greater prominence.  

Integration of land use and transport planning needs to be given more prominence given that district councils are moving to review district plans.  These documents have a significant influence on the safety and overall level of cycling.  We are aware of data that shows more people are travelling into Palmerston North for work and we also see the evidence of growing rural-residential development in many districts in the region.  This increases vehicle traffic on urban roads and also rural roads.  

We would like to see expansion of public transport and also increased provision of buses with bike racks.
Finally, we encourage the regional land transport strategy to recognise that road space needs to be allocated in such as a way as to ensure that there is suitable provision for walking and cycling.   Growing numbers are choosing these modes and there are long-term economic and environmental benefits from reduced use of single occupant vehicles.  

